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The Wisdom
and
Selflessness
of Mothers

KERIAMNE HOBBS

Editow in Cluief

A mother holds her
children's Rand for a
short witife, Gut their
fiearls forever.
=LInknown
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holiday of Mother's Day, 1 de-
cided to take a step back to truly
appreciate all that my own moth-
T ME1NS Lo ik

When | was in the second
grade, our class had to write a
PapLr on a topic chosen 11_1 our
faashare mpary Tiisedas Dic Hhas

Ftan Doronne’s India

Doromne Backprcks THROUGH INDLA AND SHARES
TALLs OF THE INDIaN PEOPLE'S ‘GENEROSITY, KINDNESS,
AND WILLINGNESS TO SHARE Wit an OuTsIDER
B Avmrew MicHEL

In Amierica, we often get stuck in our own culture,
people mostly keep to themsebves. We usually have to
get to know a person before we'll do them a favor Amer-
icansoften hml.c;utll:-n:ignenn.-immmﬁnn nf.wa.ngn: spe-
cies from a far-off place. Any American that heard the
speech Etan Doronne made on Apr. 13 would never
feeel that way again, at least about India,

Doronie todd a room full of students and faculty the
story ofhis India, which he L‘xpm‘i.imn.‘fd ona :,tar—ltmg
backpacking trip through the rural parts of the country.
That is not tosay that he told the story ofhow India was
in his own view. Indian people say ‘my India” Accord-
i to Dhoronne, ~ They do not say “This is my India, Stay
out. They say ‘this is my India. Enjoy it Be nice to it”™

“1 never felt unsafe,” Doronne said, “in the country-
sitde. IfThad a bad experience, it wasin the l!igq.‘]ti.c:t"

Daronne fiest described his arrival in India. He sought
out an internet café, then a bathroom. He was surprised
at whit be found, "1t was just, you knew, a hole. And do
you think there was toilet paper?” Doronne said. He had
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Doronne
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to go across the street for toilet

papeL

“Like for a lot of other things,
I ended up doing what they do.
In this case, it was just using some
cloth and my hand” Doronne
explained.

Doronne enlightened his au-
dience about the transportation
in India. He described his 4-hour
bus ride to the first village he vis-
ited. The bus's windows were al-
ways open, and he was amazed
by the bus’s manager who kept
all the money and ticket infor-
mation in his head for the en-
tire ride.

Doronne went to his first vil-
lage because he heard it was cel-
ebrating a festival. “T was walk-
ing around and | was the only
foreigner. People were very sur-
prised by me, but not unfriend-
ly. I was left alone unless I ap-
proached someone. Then they
were very nice.”

Doronne went on to describe
some othervillages he visited on
a bicycle lent to him by a new
friend from the first village and
on the motorcycles of various
friends.

One ofthe most helpful bits of
information Doronne present-
ed was the advice that if one is
in India, he should do asthe Indi-
ans do and eat ata dhaba, a small,
local eatery. “You don't get sick

eating at these small places, said

Doronne. " You getsick at the big
city restaurants.”

Doronne ended after shar-
ing countless more small tales
of the Indian peoples generosi-
ty, kindness, and willingness to
share with an outsider. Chai and
samosa were served to the audi-
ence during a short question-
and-answer session after the end
of Doronne’s speech.

After the session, the guests re-
treated to the room across from
where the speech washeld where
they were asked to fill out evalua-
tion forms about the speech.

Doronne spoke again at
Yavapai college the following
Saturday, Apr. 17. For more in-
formation on Etan Doronne, his
travels, and seminars, or his India,
visit [myindiaexperience.com].



